Intrinsic laryngeal muscles in oculocraniosomatic syndrome (OCSS). An autopsy study.
In a 36-year-old woman who died due to an atypical subacute necrotizing inclusion-body encephalitis with herpes virions, typical clinical symptoms of the oculocraniosomatic syndrome of Kearns and Sayre were substantiated. Her still living daughter suffers from the same disorder. The skeletal muscles taken from various parts of the body of the 36-year-old patient displayed the typical features of a sudanophilic myopathy, including abundant 'ragged-red' fibers and a pleoconial mitochondriosis. For the first time in the literature the intrinsic laryngeal muscles were also found to be significantly involved. Their morphological features are delineated and discussed.